Introduction
Copepods live symbiotic association with virtually every other marine metazoan phylum (Huys & Boxshall, 1991) . Eleven families of cyclopoid copepods are recorded exclusively from polychaete hosts, but several other families include one or more species that live in association with polychaetes (Boxshall & Halsey, 2004) . In this paper we report on 12 new species of copepods collected from polychaete hosts in European Seas, and provide redescriptions of another six. Parasitic copepods from polychaete hosts are relatively rarely reported and one reason for this might be that they exist at very low prevalence rates, which means that it is necessary, on average, to search large samples of host individuals before encountering parasites. This paper stems from collaboration between specialists working on macrobenthos and copepod taxonomists: the former (A.S. and M.O'R.) have found these parasites while processing large samples of macrobenthic material containing polychaetes, and the latter (I.H.K. and G.A.B.) have generated the descriptions.
Representatives of four families that exclusively parasitise polychaetes are described or redescribed here. The only known species from the monotypic family Anomoclausiidae is redescribed. Three new genera and six new species of the family Clausiidae are described and four are redescribed (Clausia lubbockii, Mesnilia cluthae and two species of Rhodinicola) based on new material. Four new species from two genera of Nereicolidae are described and the only known species of Sigecheres Bresciani, 1964 is redescribed. The valid name of this species is S. concinna (T. Scott, 1902) , as this is shown to be a senior synonym of S. brittae Bresciani, 1964 . A second species of the hitherto monotypic family Spiophanicolidae is described based on European material. In addition a new genus and species is described but remains of uncertain familial affinity at present.
The Polychaeta is now recognised as a paraphyletic stem group within the Annelida (Nielsen, 1995), but we
